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	Gun Violence in the US
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Cases of misuse of guns have risen in the recent past in the United States. The misuse of guns has caused violence where innocent people have lost lives. Gun violence is usually triggered by different factors some of which are inherent in human nature. Many cases of gun violence are assumed to result from criminal activities. However, the increased changes in the environment that people live in have been a contributor to the increase in gun violence. Different people are involved in different activities in all the states. With the very high population in the US, ownership of firearms is legalized for reasons of self-protection, hunting and the right to bear arms (Kleck, 2017). Some individuals possess guns for education while others want to leave some legacy to their children, grandchildren, and friends on how determined they were to protect them all. The rise in the rate of gun violence in the US has been because of the fact that people can access guns easily, shooters are usually mentally ill in some cases and in some cases, gun violence comes as a result of self-defense.
Accessibility of guns
	Many deaths as a result of mass shooting occur because there are no strong and strict laws and rules on purchasing of guns in the United States. The current American gun laws are not strong enough since criminals easily buy guns in the country and cause havoc. The right of any American citizen to keep and bear arms is well stated in the constitution. The government, therefore, cannot ban the possession of guns since it will be against the Second Amendment. The second amendment clearly states that “A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” (Bloomberg, 2013). The only restriction available is ownership of fully automatic weapons. The ownership of such is outlawed.
	Criminals and members of different gangs that operate in different cities are able to access firearms through black markets and other secondary markets. The motive behind the existence of black market business involving firearms is to earn money. Black market offers an opportunity for the sellers to make high profits. The profits of the sellers are at the expense of innocent lives which are taken by the criminals who get the opportunity to illegally own guns. Different gangs get into battles with rival gangs over the sale of drugs or other criminal activities. Gun violence is what the gangs resort to in order to solve their issues.
	When an individual buys a firearm from a black market, there is no safety training that they get on how to handle or use the guns. This is disadvantageous since mishandling a gun can easily result in unintended death. Availability of too much ammo in the hands of criminals is dangerous. If a gun is intended to be used for self-protection, a person is supposed to have less ammunition. Preventing black market from existing and destruction of abject poverty is a better way of preventing a majority of gun violence. Killing the black market will help in controlling access to firearms.
Mental Illness
	A person who would want to shoot and kill hundreds of innocent people must be insane. However, a person with some psychological problems can be unable to make proper decisions and judgment when exposed to firearms. This inability to make decisions on what to do with a gun result from the low reasoning power that they have. The wrong disposal of firearms can make it possible for individuals with some mental problems to access the guns hence violence can come in. people suffering from mental illness are more likely to harm themselves through suicides rather than causing harm to the society at large (Choe et al., 2008). Individuals with severe mental illnesses have the greatest chances of becoming victims of violent crime.
	Most of the mentally ill shooters exhibit some disturbing behaviors before they make the attacks (Choe et al., 2008). These individuals may at some point in time earlier in their childhood have been diagnosed with some disorders such as bipolar disorders and received treatment. Several patients diagnosed with mental illnesses have gone to an extent of being involved in gun violence after refusing medication and avoiding treatment in various hospitals since their rights allow them not to be subjected to involuntary treatments.
	Self-protection. Majority of the people with guns in the united states hold them for use in case they will need to self-defend themselves from several external harms. However, not all guns are used for the purpose of self-defense. Wayne La Pierre stated that “The only way to stop a bad guy with a gun is with a good guy with a gun” Guns have reportedly been used to stop several crimes such as burglary, assault, and rape. Several individuals have used their guns aggressively and unlawfully then indicate that they were doing so for self-defense.
	Owning a gun with the motive of self-protection leads to gun violence since some killings are deemed “justifiable” even from the authorities’ point of view. A person’s risk of bodily harm and death is increased by having a gun in the name of self-defense (Kleck, 2017). The individuals who keep guns in their homes are more likely to die by homicide than those individuals who do not have guns in their homes. Additionally, a person possessing a gun is more likely to get shot at in an assault than a person who does not have a gun because they pose a greater threat by having the gun.
	The people in possession of guns in their houses are likely to kill themselves than the non-firearm owners. The likelihood is because, once suicidal thoughts get into a person, there is not enough time for consultation and to seek advice which is relevant to deal with the suicidal thoughts. Most civilians who own guns do not have the skills required to handle an active-shooter situation. Some states allow individuals to have guns even without firearm training. Having a gun does not mean that one is ready to open fire. Opening fire with less or no firearm training can bring more harm than good where innocent civilians can be shot. The best thing in such a case is to remain a witness rather than opening fire and killing the wrong person. Holding a gun for self-defense can make one be mistaken for the wrong person and get shot in a situation where several people have turned up to defeat a common enemy.
	The senseless gun violence has led to many deaths. The causes of gun violence within the country are influenced by some factors that can be done away with or minimized. Many people in the country have called for some immediate action to ensure that all the citizens are protected. There is a need for strict gun laws and regulation in the United States. The appropriate measures should be taken in ensuring that there is an immediate response in matters relating to the security of all Americans. Only the people who are well trained on how to use firearms should be allowed access and ownership of firearms. These people should be the police and military personnel. Through this, gun control will be possible as it will be easy to identify the people who own guns illegally. Moreover, the police and military personnel are aware of the consequences of misuse of firearms since they always swear an oath to protect life.
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